Visions and Voices:
Main Label

"Our American Indian identity is traced through descent, lineage, clan and
with the majority, membership in tribal sovereign nations. American Indian
tribes today are building cultural centers, writing dictionaries and preserving
their language. They are learning forgotten crafts, writing their own histories,
and supporting and encouraging education. All this is being done to insure
their survival and maintain their cultural identities."

Alma Vince, Turtle Mountain Chippewa, UA Staff/Student

Sub Main Label

Many of the portraits in this exhibit are of the generation of American
Indians who are benefiting by the support and encouragement of the tribes in
seeking higher education. Some of them worked on the Paths of Life exhibit
with museum curators, other have participated in the museum's internship
program and research projects. All of them are working, learning, and living
in two worlds.

In agreeing to pose for artist Michael Shipman, many of the American
Indians completed a questionnaire on identity and the portrayal of American
Indians, on the importance of education in their lives, on the value of role
models and family, and on the importance of their culture. Some of their
comments accompany this exhibit.

Identity

"Our faces tell different stories, though we share a common bond of identity.
The important dimensions of our identity are culture, family, and
knowledge. Culture is transmitted through our languages, ceremonies,
philosophies, and history. Family validates our existence and gives us
purpose. Knowledge is our strength for self-reliance, sharing global vision,
and maintaining integrity as American Indian people."

Alma Vince, Turtle Mountain Chippewa, U A stafflstudent

Quotes
1.

"[American Indians are portrayed as though they] are stuck in a time warp --
Native Americans have changed a lot. I have been asked if we have
"regular" houses. I usually respond, "It depends on how traditional the
person is."

Ella Jane Cook, Navajo, UA Student



2

"Half of what I have seen of American Indians portrayed in American art is
the reflection of a stereotype people have grown used to seeing...such as wild
savages or trying to get revenge back with the government with protests,
standoffs and talk. The other half is an understanding of this culture learning
why mother nature has such a profound effect on them and how they have
survived the racism that has affected every generation since the time of the
Spanish explorers."

Danon Evans, Hopi/Dutch, U A Student

3.

"We have Indians in higher education, film and many other occupations that
need to be recognized and portrayed. American Indians need to be portrayed
like today... Not every American Indian woman [looks] like Pocahantas."
Eugena Anderson, Navajo, U A Student

4.

"I feel they are being portrayed in a more positive way. But, there are still
people out there that think we all live in teepees and wear headdresses
everyday. People are beginning to learn the ways of Native Americans and
are starting to appreciate the beauty; and this is what should be portrayed.
And, we are just like anybody else, we go to school, we work, and we play.
But, we have a tradition which is different and it is only done at appropriate
times. This is the way I want to be known."

Chasity Olivia Dan, Navajo, U A Student

5.

"Being made fun of because you were Yaqui and did not speak English was
not fun. Coupled with being poor and wearing hand-me-downs provided
other kids an opportunity to ridicule and stay away from you. This only
made me stronger and confident that I could overcome other people's
ignorance. Now wearing ties and suits and having a Ph.D. helps, but the
disdain for not being white is still very evident."

Frank Javier Felix, Yaqui, U A Administrator



6.

"Although I am mostly Cherokee as great grandmother is full-blooded my
family is from New York (an area with no Native identity) and so we
identified more as blacks since blacks are the majority of color in New York.
My mother is adopted and light skinned so | always identified as bi-racial and
look like this identity. Being the only child living with a strong single
mother has been a huge influence on me, Also being a mixed child in all
white community 'til college has taught me a lot about life."

Jill M. Futrell, Cherokee, U A Student

Education

"The progress that Indian Nations have made in the past 50 years is based on
education. Successful tribes are those which have maintained their language,
culture, and sovereignty. They have done these things largely through
education."

Jay Stauss, U A Director of American Indian Studies

Quotes
1.

"My elders have taught me that an educated Native American can walk in
two worlds -- the Native world and the non-Native world. The only way to
impact the world is to be viewed as an equal. Education is one of the ways to
impact a community."”

Barbara E. Elgutaa, Stockbridge-Munsee/Oneida, U A Staff

2.

"I plan to enter medical school where I will get much training in order to
become a good physician. I plan on going back to the Navajo Nation to
improve healthcare and promote wellness with mind, body and soul...I
would like to create a sense of friendship every time I enter a room where my
patient is glad that a fellow Native American understands people.”

Nazhone Paul Yazzie, Navajo, U A Student

3.

"[Education] will give us power to help ourselves and one another in any
kind of situation. Education is about information and discipline which
makes any person a better person. It opens our eyes to opportunities that we
thought were not available to us before and it helps us to grow throughout
our lives. ..It's a way for me to grow intellectually and to use what
knowledge I acquire to contribute to society."

Audrey Emerson, Navajo, U A Student



4.

"] have grown up in two environments: one where everything was handed
to me on a silver platter and another where I had to work super-hard to earn
rewards (both mental and material). I prefer working hard over things being
handed to me. This made me realize that I need to be responsible and to
work myself hard in school. Here at college I still work hard. You have to if
you want to accomplish your dreams and goals in the future."

Norma Jean Wilkinson, Navajo & (Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara)

uA Student

5

"Although we should not let education change who we are, it allows us to
better understand others and gives us credentials which help us gain
credibility. It allows us to master skills which are needed in our
communities."

Eileen Luna, Choctawl/Chickamanga, U A Faculty

6.

"Education is important because there is so much to know about the world.
We're given the ability to think and reason -- wasting the opportunity to
learn is terrible. Education is important to me because I can use what I learn
to share with other Native Americans. That's how we get through life --
helping each other along by sharing what we know."

“Right now I am in the College of Pharmacy at the U of A. I'll graduate in
May 2000 with my Pharmacy degree and plan to work with the THS. I'd like to
open a diabetic clinic for Native Americans... Many Native Americans suffer
from diabetes. My grandmother suffered from the disease too. I'd like to
develop a diabetic care program centered around our culture. My hopes are
that the growth rate of this disease will slow and eventually stop. I'd like to
show how Native American diabetics can manage their disease within their
culture instead of following a 'cookie cutter' regimen set up by non-Natives."
MaryJo Boot, Zuni, U A Student



Family

"My family is my wealth. I would rather invest in my family than work a lot
to earn lots of money. Nothing can ever replace talks with my mom,
laughter with aunts and uncles, teasing my brothers and sisters."

MaryJo Boot, Zuni, U A Student

Quotes:

1.

"As Native Americans we are survivors. Our grandfathers and
grandmothers (great, great...) were able to endure the racial discrimination
and horrible attempts to take our culture away. Yet we still have them with
us to this day. I'm thankful as an individual to possess the little cultural
beliefs, stories, and language I've acquired through the teachings of my
grandparents and parents.”

Jolene Taltisatl, Wavaju, G A Stndent

2

"My mother has been both a major influence and role model in my life. She
has an inner beauty as well as an outer beauty that I admire. Her courageous,
spirited, kind, and loving ways always shine through. As well as my mother
as a role model, I admired Audrey Hepburn's graceful ways as she lighted up
the movie screen."

Danon Evans, Hopi/Dutch, U A Student

3.

"The environment I grew up in was very family oriented. There wasn't one
night where we didn't eat as a family. My family is the most important thing
in my life and I do everything to please them and to make them happy."
Chandra Marie Touchine, Navajo, U A Student

4.

"The major influences in my life have been my family. Having the love and
support and most of all encouragement to continue with my studies is what
keeps my going. My role models are my grandparents. They have lived
through many experiences, it seems they know everything. They have made
something of themselves and I feel it is my turn."

Beverly Dani Honanie, Hopi












